Diagnostic potential of IgA coated Candida cells in mucous membrane candidiasis.
The significance of in vivo IgA coated yeast cells for the diagnosis of candidiasis of the oral and vaginal mucosal membranes was evaluated by direct immunofluorescence in 70 patients with or without clinical symptoms, shown to be positive for yeast growth in the cultural test. Most of the patients with clinically suspected candidiasis of the mucosal membranes gave positive results by serologic assays in contrast to the majority of symptomless patients. The diagnostic approach proved to be essentially consistent with the clinical signs, persistence of infection, response to antifungal therapy and quantitative cultural data.